
 

C I T Y  O F  L O C U S T  G R O V E  
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA  

Monday, April 5, 2021 – 6:00 P.M. 
Public Safety Building – 3640 Highway 42 S. 

Locust Grove, GA 30248 
 
CALL TO ORDER ............................................................................................................................................. Mayor Robert Price 
 

ADMINISTRATION OF OATH………………………………………………………………………………… .... Attorney Warren Tillery 
 

• Councilman Vincent Williams 
 

INVOCATION ........................................................................................................................................... City Manager Tim Young 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE .............................................................................................................................. Councilman Greer 
 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA ........................................................................................ Mayor Robert Price (Motion Required) 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS ............................................................................................................ Register with Clerk Before Meeting 
 

• Introduction of new hire – Officer Markus Hutcherson 
• Proclamation – Child Abuse Prevention Month – April  

 

PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS ....................................................................................................................................................... None 
 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES ........................................................................................................................................... 4 Items 
 

1. March 1, 2021 Regular Meeting Minutes (Motion Required) 
2. March 1, 2021 Executive Session Meeting Minutes (Motion Required) 
3. March 15, 2021 Workshop Meeting Minutes (Motion Required) 
4. March 15, 2021 Executive Session Meeting Minutes (Motion Required) 

 

ACCEPTANCE OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT ............................................................................................................ 2 Items 
 

5. December 2020 - Financial Statement 
6. January 2021 - Financial Statement  

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS/ACTION ITEMS ............................................................................................................................ 1 Item 
 

7. Ordinance for rezoning 1.96 +/- acres from RA (Residential Agricultural) to C-1 (Neighborhood Commercial) for 
property located at the northwest corner of Indian Creek Road and Tanger Boulevard, LL 168 of the 2nd district 
(Motion Required) 
 

NEW BUSINESS/ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEM ................................................................................................................... 2 Items 
 

8. Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for the Bethlehem Road Interchange – GDOT (Revised) (Motion 
Required) 

9. Resolution to authorize the park at 601 Tanger Boulevard to be named “Chase Maddox Park” in memory of 
Officer Chase Maddox (Motion Required) 

 

CITY MANAGER’S COMMENTS  .................................................................................................................................. Tim Young 
 

MAYOR’S COMMENTS ................................................................................................................................... Mayor Robert Price 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION – (IF NEEDED) 
 
ADJOURN 
 
POSTED AT CITY HALL –March 31, 2021 at 16:30 
 
ADA Compliance: Individuals with disabilities who require certain accommodations in order to allow them to observe and/or participate 
in this meeting, or who have questions regarding the accessibility of the meeting, or the facilities are required to contact the City Clerk 
at (770) 957-5043 promptly to allow the City to make reasonable accommodations for those persons. Public Comment may be limited to no more 
than ten (10) minutes with up to 3 minutes per requesting applicant to speak. Please register your NAME and ADDRESS prior to the beginning of the meeting with the 
City Clerk.  



City of Locust Grove 

Council Meeting Minutes 
Public Safety Building – Courtroom Chamber 

3640 Highway 42 S. – Locust Grove, GA  30248 

Monday, March 1, 2021 

6:00 PM 
 

Members Present: Staff Present: 
Robert Price – Mayor  Tim Young – City Manager 

Carlos Greer – Councilman Bert Foster – Assistant City Manager 

Willie Taylor – Councilman Misty Spurling – City Clerk 

Keith Boone – Councilman Jennifer Adkins – Assistant City Clerk 

Rod Shearouse – Councilman Daunté Gibbs – Community Development Director 

Rudy Breedlove - Councilman Matthew Long - Police Captain 

 Anna W. Ogg – Main Street Director 

 Jack Rose – Public Works Director 

 Andy Welch - Attorney 

 
Mayor Price called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM 
 

Invocation given by Community Development Director Daunte’ Gibbs 
 

Councilman Shearouse led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA – 

 

Mayor Price asked for a motion. Councilman Greer made the motion to approve the March 1, 2021 

meeting agenda. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS –  
 

Community Development Director Daunte’ Gibbs stepped forward and asked Ms. Gewel Richardson to 

step forward.  Mr. Gibbs introduced Ms. Richardson to the Community Development department.  Mr. 

Gibbs said Ms. Richardson brings an array of skill sets and experience to the department and added he 

served as her mentor when she was interning with Henry County.  

 

Ms. Richardson said she is happy to be here and looks forward to working with everyone. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS – NONE 
 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES -  
 

1. FEBRUARY 1, 2021- REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – 
 

RESULT APPROVED AGENDA  

MADE MOTION COUNCILMAN TAYLOR 

2ND MOTION COUNCILMAN BOONE 

VOTE MOTION CARRIED - ALL IN FAVOR  
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Mayor Price asked for a motion. Councilman Breedlove made the motion to approve the February 

1, 2021 regular meeting minutes. 
 

RESULT APPROVED FEBRUARY 1, 2021 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

MADE MOTION COUNCILMAN BREEDLOVE 

2ND MOTION COUNCILMAN BOONE 

FAVOR MOTION CARRIED – ALL IN FAVOR  
 

2. FEBRUARY 22, 2021- WORKSHOP MEETING MINUTES –  
 

Mayor Price asked for a motion. Councilman Breedlove made the motion to approve the February 

22,2021 workshop meeting minutes. 
 

RESULT APPROVED FEBRUARY 22, 2021 

WORKSHOP MEETING MINUTES  

MADE MOTION COUNCILMAN BREEDLOVE 

2ND MOTION COUNCILMAN GREER 

FAVOR MOTION CARRIED – ALL IN FAVOR  
 

ACCEPTANCE OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT – FY CLOSEOUT - NONE 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS/ACTION ITEMS –  
 

3. Ordinance for annexation of 211.97 +/1 acres located at 245 and 375 Locust Road 

(Parcel IDs: 147-01012008 & 147-01025009) in LL 132, 133, and 156 of the 2nd districts  
 

Mayor Price asked for a motion. Councilman Taylor made the motion to approve the request and 

request denied. 

 

RESULT REQUEST DENIED 

MADE MOTION COUNCILMAN TAYLOR 

2ND MOTION COUNCILMAN SHEAROUSE 

VOTE MOTION DENIED – TWO IN FAVOR 

(TAYLOR, SHEAROUSE) AND THREE 

OPPOSED (BOONE, BREEDLOVE, GREER) 
 

Councilman Greer made a comment the gentleman (Mr. George Harvey) spoke at the previous 

workshop meeting in February and said there were no intentions of future development for this 

property; however, Councilman Greer said he feels mislead by his statement. 

 

Attorney Andy welch replied this property is currently zoned RA and Council will govern the 

property of whatever that may be if annexed into the City.    
 

Councilman Breedlove asked how long the applicant must re-apply for annexation if the request is 

denied.  Attorney Andy Welch replied he will confirm but said he thinks it is one year.  Also, If 

Council denies annexation the rezoning will automatically be denied.  Nothing further. 
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4. Ordinance for rezoning of 211.97 +/1 acres located at 245 and 375 Locust Road 

(Parcel IDs: 147-01012008 & 147-01025009) in LL 132, 133, and 156 of the 2nd districts 

from RA (County) to RA (City) -  
  

  Attorney Andy Welch said Council has no legal authority to approve or not being the request 

 for annexation [item #3] was denied. No discussion or action taken and nothing further. 
  

5. Resolution to appoint Stephanie Epps to the (DDA) Downtown Development 

Authority -  
 

Mayor Price asked for a motion. Councilman Shearouse made the motion to approve the request 

by approving resolution #21-03-016. 
 

RESULT APPROVED RESOLUTION #21-03-016 

MADE MOTION COUNCILMAN SHEAROUSE 

2ND MOTION COUNCILMAN GREER 

VOTE MOTION CARRIED – ALL IN FAVOR 
 

6. Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with GA Department of Community Affairs, 

Historic Preservation Division regarding the 2021 Locust Grove Historic Resource 

Survey-  
 

Mayor Price asked for a motion. Councilman Shearouse made the motion to approve the request 

by approving MOA agreement #21-03-017  
 

RESULT APPROVED MOA #21-03-017 

MADE MOTION COUNCILMAN SHEAROUSE 

2ND MOTION COUNCILMAN GREER 

VOTE MOTION CARRIED – ALL IN FAVOR 
 

7. Ordinance to renew the City’s service contract with ICC Inspection Service (Ronnie 

Glaze) for building and trade inspections and plan reviews – 
 

Mayor Price asked for a motion. Councilman Greer made the motion to approve the request by 

approving ordinance #21-03-018.  
 

RESULT APPROVED ORDINANCE #21-03-018 

MADE MOTION COUNCILMAN GREER 

2ND MOTION COUNCILMAN BREEDLOVE 

VOTE MOTION CARRIED – ALL IN FAVOR 

 

8. Ordinance to renew the City’s service contract with Whitley Engineering, Inc. (Mark 

Whitley) for Erosion Control plan reviews and inspections – 
 

Mayor Price asked for a motion. Councilman Taylor made the motion to approve the request by 

approving ordinance #21-03-019.  
 

RESULT APPROVED ORDINANCE #21-03-019 

MADE MOTION COUNCILMAN TAYLOR 

2ND MOTION COUNCILMAN BREEDLOVE 

VOTE MOTION CARRIED – ALL IN FAVOR 
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9. Resolution of the City of Locust Grove to support the continued membership in the 

I-75 Central Corridor Coalition, Inc. for 2021 – 
 

Mayor Price asked for a motion. Councilman Shearouse made the motion to approve the request 

by approving resolution #21-03-020.  
 

RESULT APPROVED RESOLUTION #21-03-020 

MADE MOTION COUNCILMAN SHEAROUSE 

2ND MOTION COUNCILMAN GREER 

VOTE MOTION CARRIED – ALL IN FAVOR 

 

NEW BUSINESS/ACTION ITEMS –  
 

CITY MANAGER’S COMMENTS –  
 

Mr. Young stepped forward with an update the Locust Grove Senior Center is now set up as a Covid-19 

site and anyone can contact the appointment line at 762-888-8180 Monday-Friday 8am-5pm.  Also, those 

who may qualify for mega site destination (Delta Museum or Macon Farmers Market) or visit 

myvaccinegeorgia.com.  Further, Mr. Young said there will be road work on Jackson Street off Peeksville 

Road to replace the fire hydrant and valve on Wednesday, March 3, 2021 from 9am-1pm.  We are looking 

at dates in April for a short retreat and Mr. Young discussed T-SPLOST, Stimulus funding, land use and 

zoning framework and 2021 budget. 

 

MAYOR’S COMMENTS – NONE 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION – PERSONNEL 
 

Mayor Price asked for a motion to enter executive session for the purpose of personnel. Councilman Greer 

made the motion with second by Councilman Shearouse. All in favor and motion carried. Council entered 

executive session at 6:15 PM. 

 

Mayor Price asked for a motion to reconvene to regular session from executive session at 7:09 PM. 

Councilman Shearouse made the motion with second by Councilman Breedlove. All in favor and motion 

carried. 
 

ADJOURNMENT –  
 

Mayor Price asked for a motion to adjourn. Councilman Greer made the motion to adjourn. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Notes taken by: 

 

 

 

____________________ 

Misty Spurling, City Clerk 

RESULT APPROVED – ADJOURN MEETING 

MADE MOTION COUNCILMAN GREER 

2ND MOTION COUNCILMAN BOONE 

FAVOR MOTION CARRIED MEETING ADJOURNED @ 

7:09 PM.  



City of Locust Grove 
Council Workshop Meeting Minutes 

Public Safety Building – 3640 Highway 42 S. 
Locust Grove, GA 30248 
Monday, March 15, 2021 

6:00 PM 
 

Members Present: Staff Present: 
Robert Price – Mayor  Tim Young – City Manager 
Carlos Greer – Councilman Bert Foster – Assistant City Manager 
Willie Taylor – Councilman Misty Spurling – City Clerk 
Keith Boone – Councilman Jennifer Adkins – Assistant City Clerk 
Rod Shearouse – Councilman Daunté Gibbs – Community Development Director 
Rudy Breedlove - Councilman Matthew Long - Captain 
 Jack Rose – Public Works Director 
 Anna W. Ogg – Main Street Manager 
 Warren Tillery – SWWW 
 Brooke White - SWWW 

 
Mayor Price called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. 
 
Invocation given Assistant City Manager Bert Foster. 
 
Councilman Breedlove led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA – 
 
Mayor Price asked for a motion to amend and add item three to the agenda. Councilman Greer made the 
motion to amend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mayor Price asked for a motion. Councilman Shearouse made the motion to approve the March 15, 2021 
meeting agenda as amended. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS –  
 
Introduction of new hire – Officer Coleen Pitts 
 

RESULT APPROVED 
MADE MOTION COUNCILMAN GREER 
2ND MOTION COUNCILMAN SHEAROUSE 
VOTE MOTION CARRIED - ALL IN FAVOR  

RESULT APPROVED AS AMENDED 
MADE MOTION COUNCILMAN SHEAROUSE 
2ND MOTION COUNCILMAN BREEDLOVE 
VOTE MOTION CARRIED - ALL IN FAVOR  

tyoung
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Captain Matthew Long asked Officer Coleen Pitts to step forward. Captain Long introduced Officer Pitts 
to Council and Officer Pitts thanked everyone for the opportunity to work for Locust Grove. Nothing 
further. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS –  
 

1. Hearing for rezoning 1.96 +/- acres from RA (Residential Agricultural) to C-1 (Neighborhood 
Commercial) for property located at the northwest corner of Indian Creek Road and Tanger 
Boulevard, LL 168 of the 2nd district.  
 
Community Development Director Daunte’ Gibbs stepped forward and led discussion this is a 
request from Mike Ford, agent for Mehulkumar Gajjar, for rezoning property from RA (Residential 
Agricultural) to C-1 (Neighborhood Commercial). The applicant intends to build a convenience 
store consisting of 4,500 square feet including four pump locations and an additional 1,500 square 
feet of retail space adjoining the store. Discussion took place and staff is recommending approval 
with conditions. Mr. Gibbs read the conditions aloud. 
 
Mayor Price opened for public comments for anyone opposed. 
 
Lynn Thompson of 185 Indian Creek Road stepped forward to comment. Ms. Thompson said the 
surrounding area does not need another convenience store. The road cannot handle more traffic and 
is likely to increase congestion and crime. Ms. Thompson said she is opposed and is asking Council 
to not approve the request. Nothing further. 
 
Emma Jean Stewart stepped forward to comment. Ms. Stewart said there is so much traffic in this 
area already and a convenience store will increase the traffic even more. Ms. Stewart said she has 
property zoned C-2 across from the subject property; however, was denied approval for a 
convenience store. Ms. Stewart asked if a privacy fence will be required and asked if she could see 
the proposed plan. A copy of the plan was shown to Ms. Stewart and discussion took place about 
lighting and privacy fence. Mr. Gibbs said the light fixtures are designed so the light reflects 
downwards instead of shining out. Mr. Young said the design review will require a photometric 
plan. Discussion took place about C-2 and C-1 zoning regulations related to the restriction she 
mentioned, and Mr. Young said C-2 zoning allows C-1; however, we will research and follow-up 
with Ms. Stewart. Ms. Stewart asked Council not to approve this request. Nothing further.  
 
Mayor Price asked for comments from anyone not opposed. 
 
Mr. Mike Ford, agent for Mehulkumar Gajjar (Applicant) stepped forward to comment. Mr. Ford 
said every municipality has individual requirements and his team collaborates with a design 
company so they can implement all the requirements in the plan up front. Mr. Ford said there are 
no variances and the future use for the retail space is for a Dry-Cleaning service. Discussion took 
place. 
 
Councilman Greer asked if the plan requires a decel lane and Mr. Ford replied he is not sure if the 
County requires. Councilman Greer asked if there are legal justifications where this request can be 
denied. Mr. Gibbs replied the recommendation by staff is determined according to the policy. 
Further, Mr. Gibbs said based on the information from the Comprehensive Land Use plan the C-1 
(Neighborhood Commercial) supports what the applicant is requesting. 
 
Councilman Taylor asked if there is another structure like this locally or in Georgia. Mr. Ford said 
there is one located in Stockbridge, GA and discussion took place. 

tyoung
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Councilman Shearouse asked if any data was reviewed to know if a convenience store is capable 
of being successful in this location. Mr. Ford said he is representing the client and the client in this 
case, requests data from the fuel company. Councilman Shearouse asked why to rezone a residential 
property if there is commercial property already across the road. Mr. Ford replied the client prefers 
things to go geographically and part of their liking. Nothing further. 
 
Councilman Boone said the excel/decel lanes are very important to have in a location like this; 
however, the plan does not reflect having those lanes. Discussion took place. Councilman Boone 
discussed buffer requirement and vegetation. Mr. Ford said this property is heavily dense and the 
required buffers shall be undisturbed. Councilman Boone asked about the amount and type of plant 
materials listed. Mr. Gibbs said the additional plant materials listed are only if the required buffer 
is inadequate, the additional planting would be required to fill in unnecessary gaps. Mr. Young said 
there is a 10-foot retaining wall shown on the plan and discussion took place on its location on the 
site plan.  
 
Attorney Warren Tillery stepped forward and asked Mr. Ford what client is he representing? Mr. 
Ford replied Dimple Patel. Attorney Warren Tillery asked if Mr. Patel owns the property and Mr. 
Ford replied no it is contingent upon him trying to purchase.  
 
Mr. Gibbs made a comment for clarification although staff is recommending approval; staff still 
wants the best option for this situation. Mr. Tillery added that basis for considering a zoning map 
amendment has criteria for evaluation on the merits of the request, to which Mr. Young noted that 
these criteria points are located in the evaluation report.  
 
Councilman Greer asked how likely is the property to be developed RA (Residential Agricultural)? 
Mr. Gibbs replied based on the ARC (Atlanta Regional Commission) standards; Mr. Gibbs said the 
likeliness in his opinion would be 50/50. 
 
Councilman Shearouse referenced page 205; [the last sentence of the Livable Centers Initiative] 
asking would a gas station compete with the historic nature of the area. Discussion took place. 
 
Mr. Young explained this would create newly generated traffic versus captured traffic. Discussion 
took place and Mr. Young said we need to be looking ahead about ten years and asking if a gas 
station will be needed then in light of electric vehicles by 2030. Mr. Gibbs said the projection is 
commercial development. Nothing further. 
 
Mayor Price closed the public hearing. 
 

NEW BUSINESS/ACTION ITEMS –  
 

2. Resolution to sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Georgia 
Department of Transportation and the City of Locust Grove for preliminary engineering on 
Project number PI No.  
 
Attorney Warren Tillery led discussion this will be a two-part resolution with ultimately one MOU 
to help with the flow of traffic in Locust Grove.  
 

• Resolution of the City of Locust Grove to accept the MOU with GDOT for 
scoping/preliminary engineering project #0017770 along SR 42 between CS634/MLK 
JR BLVD. TO CS680 MARKET PLACE BOULEVARD – 

tyoung
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Mayor Price asked for a motion. Councilman Greer made the motion to approve the request by approving 
resolution #21-03-021. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

• Resolution of the City of Locust Grove to accept the MOU with GDOT for 
scoping/preliminary engineering project #0017770 along SR 42 between CS634/MLK 
JR BLVD. TO COLVIN ROAD. 

 
Mayor Price asked for a motion. Councilman Boone made the motion to approve the request by approving 
resolution #21-03-022. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
ADD ITEM - 
 

3. Resolution to authorize acceptance of a temporary construction easement for the purpose of 
constructing public right-of-way on the JB White property –  
 

Mayor Price asked for a motion. Councilman Greer made the motion to approve the request by approving 
resolution #21-03-023. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
CITY OPERATION REPORTS / WORKSHOP DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
MAIN STREET OPERATIONS – ANNA W. OGG 
 
Mrs. Ogg gave an update the materials were sent to HPD for the historic survey. The Henry County CVB 
donated a squirrel feeder that is hand painted by a local artist to resemble the look of a picnic table. The 
idea is for visitors to engage on social media and take pictures with the squirrels. Mrs. Ogg said she and 
Mr. Foster are working on finalizing the playground equipment at Tanger Park. Further, Mrs. Ogg said she 
is preparing for Easter; however, in a different format from previous years. DDA did meet last month and 
HPC and Main Street, Inc. did not meet. Nothing further. 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY OPERATIONS – CAPTAIN LONG 
 
Captain Long gave an update and reviewed the monthly report. Total collections for February 2021 were 
$37,041.00 with 17 investigations as assigned by staff member. Nothing further.  

RESULT APPROVED RESOLUTION #21-03-021  
MADE MOTION COUNCILMAN GREER 
2ND MOTION COUNCILMAN BOONE 
VOTE MOTION CARRIED - ALL IN-FAVOR  

RESULT APPROVED RESOLUTION #21-03-022  
MADE MOTION COUNCILMAN BOONE 
2ND MOTION COUNCILMAN BREEDLOVE 
VOTE MOTION CARRIED - ALL IN-FAVOR  

RESULT APPROVED RESOLUTION #21-03-023  
MADE MOTION COUNCILMAN GREER 
2ND MOTION COUNCILMAN BOONE 
VOTE MOTION CARRIED - ALL IN-FAVOR  

tyoung
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PUBLIC WORKS – JACK ROSE  
 
Public Works Director Jack Rose gave an update we are working on several projects and continuing with 
general maintenance. Nothing further. 
 
Councilman Greer asked if the sewer repairs at Lear Drive in Indian Grove are the city’s responsibility? 
Mr. Rose said the streets in the subdivision have existed since 2004; therefore, the infrastructure is very old 
and has been sitting a while. Councilman Greer said he thought the new developer would assume the 
responsibility of repairs. Mr. Rose said a maintenance bond would cover that but not in this circumstance 
because of the age and the damage is from the sewer line to our lateral. Mr. Young said the subdivision 
bonds last three years now but at the time of this establishment it was two years. Mr. Young said we may 
need to have the old lots reinspected prior to development. Nothing further. 
 
ADMINISTRATION – BERT FOSTER 
 
Mr. Foster gave an update we are completing one of two sets of construction easements tonight for the 
Peeksville Road Extension. Tanger Park site work is 99% complete and completed a small punch list for 
finalizing. GDOT released responses to the questions from the public open house on the MMIP commercial 
lane project from I-475 to Highway 155. Further, Mr. Foster said staff signed a modified letter to begin the 
revised concept on the scatter garden to incorporate into the Veterans Memorial and should have 
information at the April workshop meeting. Nothing further. 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OPERATIONS – DAUNTÉ GIBBS  
 
Community Development Director Daunté Gibbs gave an update his department has issued a total 445 
permits including 75 new house permits for 2021. We have issued 77 COs [48 residential and 29 
commercial permits] with 138 business licenses issued for 2021. Nothing further. 
 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD (ARB) – NONE 
 
CITY MANAGER’S COMMENTS –  

 
Mr. Young gave an update we have ordered supplies for the Dog Park at the new Tanger Park location. We 
are working on scheduling a small retreat to meet locally in April and will have an update with information 
soon. Mr. Young mentioned he sent information about the American Rescue Act. The city is expecting to 
receive about $2.6 million; however, there will be stipulations. We have seen an increase in Hotel/Motel 
collections and TAVT, and we are continuing to work on preparing for year-end close out with minor 
adjustments. Nothing further. 

 
MAYOR’S COMMENTS – NONE 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION – PERSONNEL 
 
Mayor Price asked for a motion to enter executive session for the purpose of personnel. Councilman 
Shearouse made the motion with second by Councilman Boone. All in favor and motion carried. Council 
entered executive session at 7:16 PM. 
 
Mayor Price asked for a motion to reconvene to regular session from executive session at 7:49 PM. 
Councilman Greer made the motion with second by Councilman Shearouse. All in favor and motion carried. 
 

tyoung
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ADJOURNMENT- 

Mayor Price asked for a motion to adjourn. Councilman Greer made the motion to adjourn. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes taken by: 
 
 
 
_________________________ 
Misty Spurling, City Clerk 

RESULT ADOPTED  
MADE MOTION COUNCILMAN GREER 
2ND MOTION COUNCILMAN SHEAROUSE 
VOTE MOTION CARRIED - ALL IN-FAVOR 

MEETING ADJOURNED @ 7:49 PM.  
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1 Where Everyone Is Your Neighbor 
 

 Administration Department 
P. O. Box 900 

Locust Grove, Georgia 30248 
 

Phone: (770) 957-5043 
Facsimile: (866) 364-0996 

 
Item Coversheet 
 

Item:  MOU for Bethlehem Road Interchange – GDOT (Revised) 
 
Action Item:    Yes   No 
 
Public Hearing Item:  Yes   No 
 
Executive Session Item:  Yes   No 
 
Advertised Date:  N/A 
 
Budget Item: Yes, General, various other enterprise / special funds as needed. 
 
Date Received: January 26, 2021 (from GDOT) – March 31, 2021 (Revised) 
 
Workshop Date: N/A 
 
Regular Meeting Date: February 1, 2021 – Revised on April 5, 2021 
 
Discussion: 
 
Attached is a Memorandum of Understanding with GDOT for contribution towards the Bethlehem Road 
Interchange Project to facilitate Design and other Construction to move at a streamlined speed and allow 
its opening far earlier than originally estimated. It is anticipated this will be part of the overall 
Commercial Vehicle Lanes Project and will allow for simultaneous open-to-traffic dates in or around 
2027 (substantial completion) with 2028 full operations.  
 
This is understood to be additive to the Henry County SPLOST IV commitment of the remainder of the 
$5 million earmarked by the voters of that SPLOST-IV for this critical interchange to function as needed 
relief from the Highway 155 Interchange and our own Bill Gardner Interchange. It is no small feat that 
this project is moving forward, and we wish to continue working with GDOT in many other projects in 
the future. This is a revision due to a template change within the GDOT system.  
 
Recommendation: 
 

APPROVE RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE 
THE MOU BETWEEN THE CITY AND THE GEORGIA DEPARTMENT 
OF TRANSPORTATION ON PROJECT #0017182 BETHLEHEM ROAD. 



 

RESOLUTION NO. _________________ 

 

 A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF LOCUST GROVE TO ACCEPT 
THE (REVISED) MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH THE 
GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THE 
BETHLEHEM ROAD INTERCHANGE PROJECT #0017182 FOR 
CERTAIN DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION COSTS; TO REPEAL 
INCONSISTENT RESOLUTIONS; TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 W I T N E S S E T H: 

 WHEREAS, the City of Locust Grove (“City”) is a municipal corporation duly organized 
and existing under the laws of the State of Georgia; and 

WHEREAS, the Georgia Department of Transportation (“GDOT”) is organized by the 
State of Georgia for the planning, designing, construction and maintenance of roads and bridges 
throughout the State; and, 
  

WHEREAS, GDOT is working on Project #0017182 for the design and construction of an 
interchange at Interstate 75 (“I-75”) and Bethlehem Road (“Project”) with general purpose 
entrance and exit lanes that are connected with the Commercial Vehicle Lanes (“CVL”) MMIP 
program of GDOT; and,  
  

WHEREAS, the is aware that the Project has a direct connection to the I-75 Commercial 
Vehicle Lanes (“CVL”) Project P.I. 0014203, which is part of the GDOT Major Mobility 
Investment Program (“MMIP”); and,  

 
WHEREAS, the City and GDOT are both aware that the Henry County Board of 

Commissioners is expected to commit the full remaining $5 million in SPLOST IV for completion 
of Preliminary Engineering Design and Rights-of-Way acquisition under a separate MOU with 
GDOT; and,  

 
WHEREAS, the City is aware that this Project is critical in the mobility of vehicles and 

freight within the southern portion of Henry County, including relief for the Bill Gardner 
Interchange and the heavily-congested State Route 155 Interchange; and,  

 



 

WHEREAS, the City is making a substantial commitment in this MOU to advance the 
Project towards an early construction and assist the mobility of all in Henry County and in 
particular those in and around the City of Locust Grove; and,  

 
WHEREAS, the MOU has been reviewed for acceptance at a public meeting held by the 

City Council on February 1, 2021 and April 5, 2021; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council believe that acceptance of the MOU with GDOT to 

advance this Project in the best interest of the County and the City, and their citizens; 
  

THEREFORE, IT IS NOW RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LOCUST GROVE, GEORGIA, AS FOLLOWS: 
 

1. Acceptance of the Memorandum of Understanding. The Mayor, by and with the advice and 

consent of the City Council, hereby accepts the (revised) MOU as attached hereto and incorporated 

herein as Exhibit “A”. 

2. Severability. To the extent any portion of this Resolution is declared to be invalid, unenforceable, 

or nonbinding, that shall not affect the remaining portions of this Resolution. 

3. Repeal of Conflicting Provisions. All City resolutions are hereby repealed to the extent they are 

inconsistent with this Resolution.  

4. Effective Date. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

THIS RESOLUTION adopted this       5th         day of         April     , 2021. 

 

 

____________________________ 

ROBERT S. PRICE, Mayor 
 

ATTEST:      APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

_______________________________   _____________________________ 

Misty Spurling, City Clerk    City Attorney 

(seal) 



 

EXHIBIT A 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE CITY OF LOCUST GROVE 

AND THE GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

ON PROJECT #0017182 



 

 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

By and Between 

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

And 

CITY OF LOCUST GROVE 

Regarding 

 

PI #0017182, CONSTRUCTION OF BETHLEHEM ROAD INTERCHANGE  

(HENRY COUNTY) 

 

THIS MEMORANDUM  OF UNDERSTANDING  (“MOU”) is made and entered into this 

_____ day of __________, 2021, (the “Effective Date”), by and between the Georgia Department of 

Transportation (“GDOT”),  a department within the executive branch of government of the State of 

Georgia, whose address is 600 W. Peachtree Street, NW, Atlanta, Georgia 30308, and the City of Locust 

Grove (“LOCAL GOVERNMENT”), a body corporate and politic of the State of Georgia, whose address 

is 3644 Hwy 42, Locust Grove, Georgia 30248, hereinafter sometimes collectively referred to as the 

“Party” or “Parties.” 

 
WHEREAS, the LOCAL GOVERNMENT has expressed to GDOT a desire to participate in 

the funding of the preliminary engineering and right of way costs of the new general-purpose ramps 
from I-75 to and from Bethlehem Road, PI #0017182, (hereinafter referred to as the “PROJECT”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the PROJECT has a direct connection to the I-75 Commercial Vehicle Lanes 

(“CVL”) Project, P.I. 0014203, which is part of the GDOT Major Mobility Investment Program 
(“MMIP”); and  

 

WHEREAS, the LOCAL GOVERNMENT has represented to GDOT that it has committed 
funding toward the preliminary engineering and right of way costs of the PROJECT in the amount of One 
Million Dollars ($1,000,000.00), and GDOT has relied upon such representation; and 

 
WHEREAS, GDOT has commenced the conceptual design for the PROJECT in conjunction 

with the environmental process; and 

WHEREAS, the GDOT procurement for the PROJECT will commence with the issuance of 
the Request for Qualifications with a view to ultimately selecting a team to implement the design and 
construction of the PROJECT; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Parties understand and agree that if necessary they will enter into an 

intergovernmental agreement finalizing their respective rights, responsibilities and obligations concerning 
the PROJECT (the “Project IGA”), and that time is of the essence. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, GDOT and the LOCAL GOVERNMENT, governmental entities of the 

State of Georgia, pursuant to the provisions of Article IX, Section III, Paragraph I(a) of the Constitution of 
1983, are authorized to enter into this MOU, and in consideration of the mutual promises made and of the 
benefits to flow from one to the other, GDOT and the LOCAL GOVERNMENT hereby agree as follows: 

 

The above “Whereas” clauses are hereby incorporated by reference as though fully set forth herein.  

 

A. GDOT Responsibilities:   



 

 

 

GDOT agrees to: 

 

1. Through the procurement process, select a team whose responsibilities will include the final 

design and construction activities of the PROJECT. 
 

2. Provide to each proposer for the PROJECT as part of the reference information documents the 

conceptual designs for the construction of the new general-purpose ramps from I-75 to and from 

Bethlehem Road. 

 

3. Complete the procurement process and let the contract as soon as practicable but within 

five (5) years from the effective date of this MOU.  Time is of the essence. 

 

B. LOCAL GOVERNMENT Responsibilities: 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT agrees to: 

 

1. Acknowledge that the final PROJECT design will be the sole responsibility of the selected 

design build team. 
 

2. Contribute funding to the preliminary engineering and right of way costs of the PROJECT 

in the amount of One Million Dollars ($1,000,000.00).   

 

3. In the event any enhancements and/or features within the PROJECT limits are desired by 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT and approved by GDOT during the course of the PROJECT, 

after LOCAL GOVERNMENT and GDOT have entered into this MOU, the LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT shall be responsible for all costs associated with such enhancements 

and/or features. The LOCAL GOVERNMENT further understands and agrees that the 

contribution of One Million Dollars ($1,000,000.00) that is the subject of this MOU is 

dedicated to the preliminary engineering and right of way costs of the PROJECT and will 

not be used towards any such enhancements and/or features.   The LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT shall bear the costs associated with the enhancements and/or features that 

are outside the scope of the PROJECT, in addition to its initial funding commitment to the 

PROJECT as stipulated in this MOU.  Any enhancements and/or features mutually agreed 

upon and associated costs shall be memorialized in the Project IGA or in an amendment to 

this MOU. 
 

C. Effective Date and Term.  The MOU shall become effective upon its execution by the Parties 

and shall continue for ten (10) years from the Effective Date. 

 

D. Funding.  The LOCAL GOVERNMENT shall remit payment to GDOT in an amount not to 

exceed One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) no later than May 31, 2021.   

 

E. Termination.  Either Party may terminate this MOU for cause or upon the mutual consent of the 

Parties with 30 days written notice. 

 

F. Amendments. This MOU may not be amended except by mutual consent in writing by the 

Parties. 
 

G. Assignment. This MOU shall not be assigned by any party to any other person or entity whatsoever 

unless agreed to by the Parties. 



 

 

 

H. Notices.  Any notices, requests, demands and other communications which may be required 

hereunder shall be in writing and shall either be e-mailed, mailed or transmitted by either first 

class United States certified mail, return receipt requested; delivery by carrier or personally 

delivered to the appropriate party; or e-mail transmission, immediately followed by a telephone 

call to confirm delivery to: 

 

Georgia Department of Transportation 

600 W. Peachtree Street, NW 

Atlanta, Georgia 30308 

ATTN: Chief Engineer 

 

with a copy to: 

 

Georgia Department of Transportation  

600 W. Peachtree Street, NW 

Atlanta, Georgia 30308 

ATTN: General Counsel 

 

City of Locust Grove 
   3644 Hwy 42 

Locust Grove, Georgia 30248 

ATTN: Mayor Robert Price 

 
The date on which such notice is delivered will be deemed the date thereof. Either party may from time 

to time, by five (5) days’ prior notice to the other party in writing, specify a different address to which 

notices will be sent. Rejection or refusal to accept a notice or inability to deliver a notice because of a 

changed address of which no notice was given will be deemed a delivery of the notice on the date when 

postmarked. 

 

I. Interpretation. The Parties stipulate that for good business reasons, each party has determined to 

negotiate, and each party has had significant voice in the preparation of this MOU. Should any 

provision of this MOU require judicial interpretation, it is agreed that the Court interpreting or 

construing it shall not construe the MOU more strictly against either party because it drafted a 

particular provision, or the provision was for the party’s benefit, or the party enjoyed a superior 

bargaining position. 

 

J. No Third-Party Beneficiaries. Nothing contained herein shall be construed as conferring upon 

or giving to any person, other than the Parties hereto, any rights or benefits under or by reason of 

this MOU. 

 

K. Risk Allocation. Each party shall conduct its own functions under this MOU in accord with state law 

at its sole cost, risk and responsibility. 

 

L. Severability. If any provision of this MOU is determined to be invalid or unenforceable, the 

remaining provisions shall remain in force and unaffected to the fullest extent permitted by law 

and regulation. 

 

M. Execution Counterparts.  This MOU may be executed in several counterparts, each of which 

shall be an original and all of which shall constitute but one and the same instrument. 

 



 

 

N. Captions.  The captions or headings in this MOU are for convenience only and in no way define, 

limit or describe the scope or intent of any provisions of this MOU. 

 

O. Governing Law. This MOU is made and entered into in Fulton County, Georgia, and shall be 

governed and construed under the laws of the State of Georgia. The sole and exclusive venue for 

the enforcement of this MOU, or any right or obligation hereunder, by either Party shall be the 

Superior Court of Fulton County, Georgia.  

 

P. Authority/Signature. The individual signing this MOU on behalf of each Party represents that 

(s)he has the actual authority to sign this MOU on behalf of such Party, and to bind such Party to 

the terms and conditions of this MOU. 

 

Q. Complete Agreement.  This MOU constitutes the entire understanding between the Parties with 

respect to the subject matter; all prior agreements, representations, statements, negotiations and 

undertakings are superseded hereby.  

 

 

 

[REMAINDER OF PAGE LEFT INTENTIONALLY BLANK] 



 

 

The covenants herein contained shall, except as otherwise provided, accrue to the benefit of and be binding 

upon the successors and assigns of the Parties hereto. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, said Parties have hereunto set their hand and affixed their seals the day and year 
above first written. 

 
GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF      CITY OF LOCUST GROVE 

TRANSPORTATION 

 

 

BY: _________________________ (Seal)    BY: _________________________ (Seal) 

       Commissioner       Name:       

         Title:       

 

 

This Agreement approved by City of 

Locust Grove, the ______day of 

_____________, 20__. 

 

ATTEST:        ATTEST: 

 

____________________________     BY: _____________________________ 

Treasurer        Name:       

         Title:       

 

 

FEIN: ___________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
   



 
 Administration Department 

P. O. Box 900 
Locust Grove, Georgia 30248 

Phone: (770) 957-5043 
Facsimile (770) 954-1223 

 
 

Item Coversheet  
 

 A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE PARK AT 601 TANGER BLVD 
TO BE NAMED “CHASE MADDOX PARK” IN MEMORY OF 
OFFICER CHASE MADDOX. 

 
 
Action Item:    Yes   No 

 
Executive Session Item:  Yes   No 

 
              Budget Item:   General Fund  

 
Date Received:  NA 

 
Workshop Date:  TBD 
 
Regular Meeting Date: April 5, 2021 

 
 
Discussion: 
 
This Resolution is to name the new city park, currently referenced as Tanger Park, at 601 Tanger 
Boulevard,  as “CHASE MADDOX PARK” in memory of Officer Chase Maddox, a Locust Grove 
Police Officer who was killed in the line duty February 9, 2018. This would supplement the latest 
marker erected on Tanger Boulevard across from Grace Baptist Church.  
 
Recommendation: 
 
APPROVAL 



 
RESOLUTION NO. ______________ 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND LOCUST GROVE CITY 
COUNCIL AUTHORIZING TANGER PARK TO BE NOW KNOWN AS 
CHASE MADDOX PARK IN MEMORY OF LOCUST GROVE POLICE 
OFFICER CHASE LEE MADDOX 
 

WITNESSETH: 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Locust Grove (“City”) is a municipal corporation duly organized 
and existing under the laws of the State of Georgia; and 

 
WHEREAS, Locust Grove Police Officer Chase Maddox was shot and killed in the line 

of duty while assisting in the arrest of a wanted suspect on February 9, 2018 in Locust Grove, GA; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, On February 9, 2018, Officer Maddox did selflessly give his life to save 
many lives on this day; and 
 

WHEREAS, Officer Maddox began his law enforcement career with the Locust Grove 
Police Department on  June 17, 2013; and 
 

WHEREAS, Officer  Maddox  proudly wore badge # 216 and faithfully served the Locust 
Grove Police Department for four and a half years; and  
 

WHEREAS, Officer Maddox always gave above and beyond for the citizens of Locust 
Grove, and the Mayor and Council of the City of Locust Grove desire recognition for him; 

 
WHEREAS, the City has recently completed work on a public park, located at 601 Tanger 

Boulevard, that is scheduled for opening in the near future; and  
 
WHEREAS, this new public park is currently known as “Tanger Park”; and  
 
THEREFORE, IT IS NOW RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF LOCUST GROVE, GEORGIA, AS FOLLOWS: 
 
1. Naming of City park in honor of Chase Maddox. The Mayor and Council of the 

City of Locust Grove hereby resolves that the new city park located at 601 Tanger 
Boulevard (currently known as “Tanger Park”) shall be named CHASE MADDOX 
PARK in remembrance of Officer Chase Lee Maddox and the ultimate sacrifice paid 
while in the line of duty. 

 
2. Approval of Execution.  The Mayor is authorized to execute any and all documents 

which may be necessary to effectuate this Resolution.  



 
3. City Clerk.  The City Clerk is authorized to execute, attest to, and seal any other 

documents which may be necessary to effectuate this resolution. 
 
4. City Manager.  The City Manager or his designee is authorized to carry out the 

necessary arrangements that are required per this Resolution.   
 
5. Severability.  To the extent any portion of this resolution is declared to be invalid, 

unenforceable or non-binding, that shall not affect the remaining portions of this 
Resolution. 

 
6. Repeal of Conflicting Provisions.  All City resolutions are hereby repealed to the 

extent they are inconsistent with this resolution.  
 
7. Effective Date. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
RESOLUTION adopted this 5th day of April, 2021. 

 
 
 

     THE CITY OF LOCUST GROVE, GEORGIA 
 
 
       
      BY:   ______________________________                                         
                         Robert Price, Mayor   
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Misty Spurling, City Clerk 
             
                  
 
[SEAL] 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
City Attorney 
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